
December Gleam, 2011 
 
From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family: 
A very beautiful and gift-bestowing seasons has arrived, but some of us, perhaps 
most of us, might be so busy and so preoccupied that we could miss its slow, 
quiet, gentle movement passing through us, passing by us; and we just might 
end up feeling impoverished instead of enriched, feeling worn and tired and 
spent, instead of refreshed, renewed and energized.  No, my dear family, I am 
not thinking about Christmas ï Lord knows, we wonôt miss the onslaught of that 
secular, commercial season.  Weôll surely be inundated with the sights and 
sounds of yet another ñholly, jolly Christmas.ò  Indeed, we will be swept along 
with everyone else in the commercial ñChristmas rush.ò  And some of us, I imag-
ine, will get up at the crack of dawn on the day after Thanksgiving, known appro-
priately enough as ñBlack Friday,ò and rush for the ultimate Christmas bargains.  
And then, on December 25, perhaps when the sun begins to set, or possibly 
even earlier, we will sit down, or fall down with exhaustion, and come to the reali-
zation that Christmas is no bargain. 
 
What is this gift-bestowing seasons that we might miss, and why and how might 
we miss it?  Iôm talking about Advent, the season of waiting.  And we might miss 
this season simply because we just canôt wait!  Spiritually impoverished and 
even sickened by our sin-sick culture of instant gratification, we just have to race 
and rush for the prize, which is no prize at all.  It is not a prize, nor is it a bargain 
that we should be looking for.  It is simply a gift.  It is Godôs gift to us. 
 



Some people in our congregation will remember the late Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen, who offered a television program back in the late 50ôs and, I believe, 
60ôs.  There, in black and white, would be the image of a gentle, smiling, humor-
ous apparition, a prophet and a pastor ï who would help searching souls find 
their connection with the Living God.  Recently I read a letter in the Clergy Jour-
nal offering this reflection:  

In one of his last sermons, a thin and sickly Bishop Fulton J. Sheen dra-
matically raised his hands to the congregation and said, ñShow me your 
hands.  Do they have scars from giving?  Show me your heart.  Have 
you left a place for divine love?ò 

 
There it is! ï Indeed, what Advent is all about ï Show me your heart.  Have you 
left a place for divine love?   
 
This is not the season of the Christmas rush; rather it is the Advent season of 
holy waiting.  How could it even be possible to sing on Christmas Eve of ñpeace 
on earthò with spirits frayed, and nerves ragged, and souls so unfocused be-
cause we made this sacred season of holy waiting so frantic? 
        
I would like to invite my church family to join me, so that together we might at-
tempt to fill this season with holy moments, moments of quiet, moments of 
calm, moments of holy waiting, moments of praying, moments of listening.  In 
such moments, we make room for God.  We make room and allowance for the 
cleansing of the Spirit to flow through our inner being, to catch our attention, to 
purify us so there will be room for Christ to be born. 
                          
Please prepare room -- make room this Advent/Christmas for the Christ, the 
Spirit to be born again in you, and in our church family.  May this be, for our 
congregation, a time for leaving a place in our hearts for divine love. 
 
Anona and I wish for all our church family a Christmas in which all is bright, be-
cause all is calm. 
 
With faith, hope and love, 
Chuck Hartman,  Pastor 



Among Our People 
 

Baptism 

Lillian Keegan ~ DOB 5/7/10 

 

Deaths 
Richard Sawtelle ~ 10/31/11 

     hŶŎŜ тум-ссн-тлсл 
     CŀȄ  тум-ссн-тлсл 
     tŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜ тум-ссн-уплу 
  9-aŀƛƭΥ ŦǳƳŎϪŦǳƳŎƳŜƭǊƻǎŜΦƻǊƎ 
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wŜǾΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ DΦ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ                            tŀǎǘƻǊ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 5ŀǳǘŜǊƳŀƴ            hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘκ/ƘƻƛǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
!ƴƴŜ IƛƭƭƳŀƴ               5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 
.ŜǘƘ aǳǊǇƘȅ                   hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 
WƻǎŜǇƘ /ŀƴƻǾŀ                          /ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴ 
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hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ф ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ м ǇΦƳΦ  
aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ 

Tuesday Morning Advent Study: 
Tuesdays, 10:30 A. M. until 12 Noon 
November 29, December 6, 13, 20 

 

Take a journey with Adam Hamilton,  
author of our previous stewardship study, Enough. 

Journey with Adam Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in this fascinating 
look at the birth of Jesus Christ.  Hamilton approaches a world-changing event with 
thoughtfulness.  Using historical information, archaeological data, and  a personal look at 
some of the stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment in history will be-
come more real and heart-felt as you walk along this road. 

United Methodist Womenôs  
Annual Christmas Tea 
to be held Wednesday,  
December 7, 2011  
at 1:00 p.m. 

Donations of cookies and bars 
would be greatly appreciated. 



ADVENT / CHRISTMAS WORSHIP, 2011 
Sunday, November 27, 2011  1

st
 Sunday of Advent   

  9:00 Chapel Hanging of the Greens Service 
10:30 Sanctuary Hanging of the Greens Service 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday, December 4, 2011  2

nd
 Sunday of Advent 

               ADVENT COMMUNION  
  9:00 Chapel and 10:30 Sanctuary Services of Holy Communion 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 40: 1-11 
Epistle:  2 Peter 3: 8-15 
Gospel:  Mark 1: 1-8 
Meditation: It All Begins in the Wilderness  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday, December 11, 2011  3

rd
 Sunday of Advent  

  9:00 CHAPEL SERVICE 
Old Testament:  Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 
Epistle:  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
Gospel:  John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
Sermon: Not Big on Religion  

 

10:30 SANCTUARY SERVICE SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT!!! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday, December 18, 2011  4

th
 Sunday of Advent  

  9:00 A. M. Church Family Christmas Breakfast 
10:30  A. M. Sanctuary Service ï Advent Lessons and Carols  

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
Epistle:  Romans 16: 25-27 
Gospel:  Luke 1: 26-38 
Sermon: The God-Bearer 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Saturday, December 24, 2011  CHRISTMAS EVE 
  6:00 P. M. Family/Childrenôs Christmas Eve Service 
11:00 P. M. Christmas Eve Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday, December 25, 2011  CHRISTMAS DAY 
ONE SERVICE ONLY ï 9:00 Chapel Service 

Old Testament: Isaiah 52: 7-10 
Epistle:  Hebrews 1:1-12 
Gospel:  John 1:1-14, 16-18 
Sermon: Godôs Homecoming 



A Message from our Christian Education Director 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Welcome to December and the season of Advent.  I hope that as a family you will find joy 

in this time of waiting and expectation. 
 

Advent is a busy time for our Sunday School.  We will have normal classes on December 

4th and 18th, but weôve already started to prepare for the Sunday School Christmas Pag-

eant on December 11th.  We will have music rehearsal after church on December 4th as 

well as a pizza lunch and costume fitting.  The Dress Rehearsal is on Saturday, Decem-

ber 10th at 4:30pm.  Please mark these dates on your calendar in order to give Michael and 

the kids enough to be prepared for the pageant.  Last yearôs pageant was so much fun, and 

I canôt wait to see the kids shine again this year. 
 

The Church Potluck & Family Christmas Party on December 3rd from 6-8pm during 

Melrose Home for the Holidays will be a great time for church fellowship.  Look for a sig-

nup sheet in the hall to RSVP your family and your dish for the event.  I hope to see all of 

you there for good food, fellowship, and Christmas Carols.  Another fellowship opportuni-

ty this month is the Christmas Breakfast at 9:00am on December 18th.  Come to church a 

little early for a wonderful breakfast. 
 

Also remember that the Family Christmas Eve Service is at 6:00pm on December 24th.  

This service is a family friendly celebration of the oh-so-close arrival of Jesusô birthday.  

Bring along visiting relatives for a wonderful time of worship before Christmas Day. 
 

Dates to remember: 

 December 3rd  Home for the Holidays ï Church Family Potluck & Christmas  

     Party, 6:00-8:00 pm 

December 4th  Pageant Music Rehearsal ï 11:45-12:15 

    Pageant Costume Fitting & Pizza Lunch ï 12:15-1:00 pm 

December 10th  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal ï 4:30-6:00 pm 

December 11th  Sunday School Christmas Pageant ï 10:30 service 

December 18th  Christmas Breakfast ï 9:00 am 

December 24th  Family Christmas Eve Service ï 6:00 pm 

December 25th Christmas Sunday ï No Sunday School 

January 1st Love Feast ï No Sunday School 

 

Blessings, 
 

Anne 



Dear Church Family, 
 
It is hard to believe that Advent is already upon us! Once again, I have to 
thank you all for making Calissa and me feel so welcome in our first few 
months at FUMC. We feel part of a caring and supportive community and are 
so excited about our future with this congregation.  
 
On another note, I am excited to let you know that the wonderful music youôve 
been hearing from our choir is only going to keep coming! The season of Ad-
vent brings with it a wealth of wonderful music for the choir and the organ and 
we are excited to share only a small portion of it with youéANDéit even is 
not too late for you to join us if you are interested! If what you have heard over 
the past few months has inspired you to give the choir a try, why not sing dur-
ing a season filled with uplifting music? Concerned about reading music? Talk 
to a choir member about some new developments in making the music easy 
to learn! 
 
In the spirit of waiting and anticipation, I want to let you know that I am very 
much looking forward to what might be a newer type of service for our church, 
but one that hopefully enhances our Advent experience. Our Advent season 
will culminate on December 18

th
 with a service of Lessons and Carols in the 

spirit of Advent. Our worship will be filled with music from both our choir and 
two very special soloists joining us that day. We will be blessed to hear a few 
selections from Handelôs Messiah along with other anthems interspersed with 
readings following a long English tradition. You will also have the chance to 
participate in this wonderful liturgy in both song and spoken word!  
 
Again, thank you all for your continued support of our music program at this 
church. It is a blessing to serve you and Iôm looking forward to anticipating the 
coming of our Lord as a community.  
 
Warmly, 
Michael Dauterman 

A Message from our Organist / Choir Director 



Card Fund 

 

Again, this year we are going to use the idea of 

sending one Christmas card to the church 

which is intended for the entire church family.  

These cards will be displayed on the walls in 

the main hallway as you arrive.  You should 

enclose a check with your card which is put 

into a special fund.  This fund is used through-

out the year for those extra programs that may 

come along but are not budgeted through the 

finance committee.  Thank you for your sup-

port of this Christmas Card Fund. 

Senior Saints 
Tuesday, December 13th 

11:30 a.m. 
Bag Lunch and  
$10. Gift Exchange  
in the Library 

All are Welcome! 

Giving Tree  
 
This tree will be filled with tags 
representing children that are in 
need of a special gift this holiday 
season.  We ask that you take a 
tag and purchase a gift for the 
child.  Please bring your gifts back 
to the church -unwrapped - by 
December 18 th .   Contact Kathy 
Stewart or Diana Heise for more 
information.  

Food Pantry 
 

We would like to thank everyone for their generous 

contributions of food on Ingathering Sunday. Fifty 

five bags of groceries were delivered to the Pantry 

of Hope at the First Baptist Church, Melrose. The 

First Baptist Church food pantry is now supporting 

about 350 people. Also, a big thank you for those 

who assisted in transferring the food. 

 

Fred & Shirley Hayes 

Food Pantry Coordinators 

UMW Fund Raiser 
Pecans $9.50 
Fruitcakes $4.50 

 

Please call Rachel Dunn at  
781-665-1293 to purchase. 

 

Thanks to each and every one 
who participated in the Fair and 

Craft Fair to make them such a success. 
Nancy Jackson 



Dear Church Family Members 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful 

prayer shawl that was given to me after 

the dedication service. It's remarkable the 

feeling of warmth and love that is in the 

folds of wonderful fall colors. God's love 

is truly transmitted through the prayers 

included in its making and dedication. It's 

comforting to me, as I approach my sur-

gery, and gives me strength knowing that 

God is with me.  

 

Thank you so much for your thoughtful-

ness. 

 

In God's Love,  

Linda  

To the Members of the Methodist 

Church, 

 

This thank you may be a little late but 

our thanks are very sincere.  Thank you 

for supporting the Pantry of Hope.  Our 

needs continue and itôs people like you 

that keep our shelves stocked. 

 

Thank you, 

Jessica Freda, President 

First Baptist Church 

Thank you to whoever left the lovely American Dolls, Josefina, Kirsten and Samantha 
with their books and clothes.  After a trip to the Beauty Parlor and Laundry these gently 
loved dolls were donated to RESPOND. 
 

RESPOND is an organization that is working to end domestic violence, they are there 
for survivors of domestic violence and their children while providing confidential shelter, 
a 24-hour hotline, accompanying individuals to court to secure restraining orders, pro-
vide counseling services and ensues that survivors and their children can connect to 
essential services ï from finding prenatal care, registering for school and seeking out 
affordable long-term housing.  How fitting it is that we were able to make this terrific do-
nation during the month of October which is when the Melrose MAAV community has 
their Annual Walk & Candlelight Vigil Against Domestic Violence. 
 

A thank you note from RESPOND reads, ñOn behalf of the entire RESPOND team, I 
would like to express my profound gratitude for your recent in-kind gift of American Girl 
Dolls for the children at our shelter.  Your generosity allows us to provide the services 
survivors of domestic violence and their children so desperately needed.ò 
 

With profound thanks, 
Jessica 
Executive Director 



 

The church sanctuary will again be decorated with poinsettias this year, on 

Sunday, December 18th and December 24th.  Someone will be in the 

church library on Sunday, December 5th and 12th to take orders, or you 

may mail your order by December 13th with a check payable to 

the First United Methodist Church. 

 

 I wish to order ______ poinsettia(s) at $13.00 each. 

 

 Given by:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Memory / Honor of: ______________________________________________ 
 

 ______ I will take my plant after the 10:30 service December 18. 
 

 ______ I will take my plant after the Christmas Eve service December 24. 
 

 ______ I will leave my plant for a shut-in.  

&ÁÍÉÌÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ 

Sunday, December 18th    
  

You are cordially invited to join our family in the Parish Hall on Sunday, December 

18th.   Come enjoy breakfast and fellowship before going in to worship.  Serving times 

will be from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  Reservations are required.   Please return the slip below 

or call the church office by Thursday, December 15th. 
  
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  
No. of Adults: ____________________________   
 
No. of Children: __________________________ 


